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Agree on Besic Flaws

By ORR KELLY

Star Stafl Writer
dnree of the men most inti
mately informed about the Ba
of Pigs invasion—the - wors
- {defeat of John F. Kennedy'
career—have chosen this wee

singer all agree that the opera-.
ftion had been weakened by both:
iforeign and domestic politicalt
considerations so that it was, in'
Sorenson's words, “too large to!

be successful.”

e “Unfortunately,” . Sorenson!
o it. - o
They agree to a remarkabl
degree on what happened—and
-even on why it all went wrong.
In what many undoubtedly

will regard as tie most startling

the plan in both the State:
Department  and- the White!
House, doubts were entertained:
but never pressed. ... The CIA
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, on

Sorenson,’ Bisseil *and Schie- 1

be clandestine and too small to _

writes, “among those privy to, *

’

)
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revelation of all, Kennedy's
closest  adviser, Theodore C.Jabout whether the plan had|
Sorensen, writes in the currentfoeen fatally weakened by thesel
Issuc of Look magazine that “I very curbs, but did not press
am limited by the fact that I them.” - - ¢ ;

knew nothing of the ,operationf In the interview published in
until after it was over. The Star, Bissell put it this|
Neovortholoss, Sorenson re. way! ' -

ports in detail on conversations “We can be eriticlzed for]
| {he had with Keonedy in the )
g days immediately after the
':> disaster and his account proba-
bly comes as close as historians
will ever come to knowing what |
went through the mind of the
,Jate President in those dark
+days of mid-April, 1964, ' i
¢ The week's first account of:
the invasion by 1,400 Cuban!
rexiles, which began on April 17°
‘and ended when they ran out of
.ammunition two days later,’
‘came Monday in a Life maga-.
-zine article by historian Arthur
‘M. Schlesinger, Jr., who was’
‘also a close adviser to the’
"‘President, ' !
+ On  Tuesday, Richard M.
{Bissell Jr., who planned (he
iOperation for the Central Intelli-
‘gence Agency, said in a Wash-
ington Star interview that, if he
-had it to do over again, he'
!'might urge the United States to
trecognize a Cuban government
Jn exile and- supply it openly
] with money - and ““voluntecr”
fighting men, oo

2 Writing Books

All three men are now oul of
the government, Bissell is an'
executive of United Aircraft
Corp, in Hartford, Conn, Soren-
) son and Schlesinger are writing.(

books from which the' two’
‘accounts published this week’
.are excerpted.” . . k

o on without insisting on the

Although now it would appear
hat, as doubts grew on. both
ides,.it might have been better
0 postpone the . action and
review the entire plan, everyon
nvolved was working under
hat they thought was a severe
eadline.

Within » a short time, they|

ther arms would be delivered]
p Cuba that would doom any-|
hing short of a full-scale U.S.|
vasion, . i
“The President,”” Sorenson
ays, “thought he was approv-
g a plan rushed into execution
n the grounds that Castro
ould later acquire the military
apability to defeat-it. Castro,
ik fact, already possessed that
pability.” )
As it turned out, Castro did
feat the small invasion force.
ut Bissell still feels that the
ances for success would have
en improved substantially if
e secoind air strike, which 'was
ncelled by the President, had
en carried out as scheduled in
.effort to complete the de-

the other hand, had doubts|:

llowing this chipping away to|s

strdction ~ of "Castro’s  tiny,|breakdown "ih “communications
obshplete air force. o .
Most dramatically revealed in Kennedy administration.

the |thrce accounts of the opera:| Schlesinger and Sorenson both'
tiond is the evidence of a critical indicate that the intricate;

pse of communications. decision-making machinery that:

Bpih Sorenson and Schlesing:| fu,crioned  so - hrilliantly in!
or Jecl that the CIA and tho| ociher, 1062, at tho mo of tho:
fuel; agon believed — per aPS|cuban missile crisis, was non-

g?&f}imﬁ;}é ';ng:;t :,ILC; %1}1‘: ‘existent at the time of the Bay

] t Tet itiof Pigs. . . :
c%cgigéﬁggo"ﬁan’;‘) toe th)e It was only after the disaster,|

i is was sub-|Sorenson says, that Kennedy:.
2}},’5‘;?%&{'2&2},;0,1“’ s:ys: told Sorenson Lo involve himself
beir planning, it turned out, | more in problems of foreign

(’F almost "as if open| policy. i
vention - by the Unitedj At the time, Sorenson says,
s were assumed, but their{Kennedy did not even have a.
anspers to the President'systaff intelligence officer at the
spedific questions did not.” White House to help him evalu-

Byt there should have been no| ate the advice of the experts.

doulpt on this issuc. Candid Paragraphs

President's Stand Sorenson, in a scries of para-
Five days before the invasion|igraphs that candidly—and even

Sta

. harshly—list . Kennedy's own
clicved, Soviet plancs an d:b‘cg n and three days before the y Y ‘

air strike, ihe President!fa,ﬂ;‘;cs' ;lvri;gs: - bave bo.
M i ‘He should never ha -
ubjcly stated that there will hieved that it would be arrogant
10t |be, under any conditions, || A [ b 0
ny | intervention in Cuba by:|and presumptious of him, new Yg
nited States armed forces.” 7 arrived on the scene, to call off
Biscll says the CIA got theythe plans of the renowned
csgage, tried as clearly as.expertsand the brave exiles.
ossfble to pass it on to the: On Thursday of the weck of
xild brigade and did not, in the Bay of Pigs, Kennedy and
act] expect that }J.S. troops: Sorenson walged ind thIe Whl(%e
oul become involved except; House grounds and Kennedy
oss|bly i(rlx the em;orcement of.a!.reportedly asked himsell aloud:
efdialcd cease-fire, " “How couid I have been so
interviews by Haynesifarli)f?, base? Al My life T'vo
uth 1? 1:)5 ?heskt)?)gk r?‘%‘éeéa; %cé! }t{}?own bctttseréhan ég ‘113"}’“}?332
: xperts. How cou
igs|’ indicated 'clearly that !be%ne:%c stupic, to let them go
any of the invaders expected| ahead?” -
hat .t&excf t:fffoﬁ.t would not be; oo rencon says Schlesinger and
Pebhans the most serious Sen d- William Fulbright, D.-
Pefhaps the most serlous’ ) ‘irmong others, had voiced .

was due to the ncwness of the
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